Angiotensin-I-converting enzyme in germinomas.
Angiotensin-I-converting enzyme (ACE) was detected in 18 germinomas, both of testicular or extratesticular localization, and studied by immunohistochemical methods using specific polyclonal antibodies and by enzyme activity measurements. ACE was also detected in normal human germ cells. On the other hand, it was not present in other types of testicular tumors. Biochemical studies and immunohistochemical findings suggest that at least part of the enzyme is membrane bound. Plasma ACE levels appeared to be normal, indicating that measurement of plasma ACE levels in germinomas would be of little help for the diagnosis and follow-up of patients. However, the apparent specificity of ACE detection in germinomas among germ cell tumors might help in histologic diagnosis, especially for tumors of extragonadal localization.